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We are now sending minutes by email if we have your email address.  If you would like to 
change how you receive these minutes, please let us know at ccna@carmichaelcreek.org.   
 
Everyone is welcome to attend our next Board meeting:  Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Carmichael library.   

 

Minutes of the November 13, 2014, Annual Member Meeting 
 
Co-President Manda Ness called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. at the Carmichael library.  The following 
Board members (noted by an “x” at the left of their names) were in attendance: 

 
x Anne Berner x Sandy Helland x Manda Ness 

x Lora Cammack   Richard Humphrey x Julia Reyes 

x Jorel Cooper   x Riki Merrick x  Laverne Shell 

x Sharon Doughty x Buck Meyer   Cindy Younger 

 
 
Welcome by Manda Ness:  Manda welcomed the 60+ neighbors and friends who attended the meeting.  
She described the history and purpose of the Carmichael Creek Neighborhood Association.  She invited 
attendees to attend all monthly meetings and encouraged them to join the Board. 
 
Manda then introduced the three speakers featured at the meeting.  Main points from their talks are 
summarized as follows: 
 
 
Susan Peters – Sacramento County Supervisor, 3rd District: 
 
Supervisor Peters introduced her chief-of-staff, Howard Schmidt, as the main contact person for her office. 
Ms. Peters thanked the Carmichael Creek Neighborhood Association for participating in the Carmichael 
Clean Up in October.  Several years ago, the CCNA adopted a portion of Fair Oaks Boulevard and 
conducts cleanups such as this one in October three times each year.   
 
The county’s fiscal situation is improving and the county was able to pay down debt, increase benefits in the 
unincorporated area for sheriff, probation, regional parks, animal care, code enforcement and the District 
Attorney’s office.  Ms. Peters reminded the audience that “3-1-1” is a county number which aids users in 
reporting problems to the correct department.     
 
The Milagro Center on Fair Oaks near Marconi is currently under construction and will house new 
businesses and restaurants.  The Fair Oaks street improvement project is scheduled to begin soon.  As part 
of this project, SMUD utility lines will be buried underground on Fair Oaks Boulevard between Landis and 
Engle.  This road project will include bike lanes, a light at Landis, bus turnouts, sidewalks and a center 
median.  
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Ms. Peters reported that panhandling is still a problem and safety concern for the county.  The county has 
passed a new ordinance forbidding panhandling at gas stations, ATMs, and street medians, but due to a 
lawsuit by the ACLU, this ordinance currently is not being enforced.  
 
The county continues to support the homeless through food stamps, mental health treatment, medical care, 
and housing assistance to families, and collaborates with local organizations that serve the homeless 
community.  
 
The county partners with Yolo and Placer counties to send alerts for floods, tornadoes, and technological 
hazards to all listed and unlisted phone numbers.  AT&T and Verizon customers are automatically serviced; 
otherwise, people need to register with the Office of Emergency Services.  
 
Traffic news:  The Watt and Highway 50 construction is almost complete.  Since the election is over, we can 
anticipate that election posters and signs will be removed from traffic corridors.  Speed bumps have been 
built in several places on California Avenue.  There is a petition process that must be completed before 
speed bumps can be installed.   
 
Ms. Peters stated that the county Board of Supervisors passed a massage licensing procedure as part of 
the zoning code update.  If illegal activity has been detected, then landlords cannot re-rent to the same 
business for one year. 
 
Attendees posed questions about anticipated consequences of the passage of Proposition 47, the need for 
better public transportation, the Fair Oaks corridor project, proposed changes in zoning (especially where 
commercial and residential areas abut), and the broadcast of Board of Supervisor meetings.   
 
 
Tarry Smith, District Administrator, Carmichael Recreation and Park District 
 
Mr. Smith reported that work has begun to develop Sutter-Jensen Park, a new dog park project was 
completed with help from the canine corral group that raised $17,000 to help fund the improvements, a Cal-
Fire grant for tree GPS mapping will begin, the conservation corps will work at Schweitzer Gove for a 
twenty-day project of brush clearing for fire protection, and the roof replacement at the La Sierra Community 
center women’s gym has been scheduled with most of the work done in-house.  Mr. Smith’s goal for budget 
surplus is to fund a ranger patrol to prevent graffiti and vandalism.   
 
The Sutter-Jensen project is estimated to cost $90,000 and will include an 8’ concrete walkway to connect 
Sutter and Jensen Parks.  Park staff have been working on-site to clean brush and trim trees.  A portion of 
the fence along Sutter was removed to aid in the clearing, but will be replaced.  Attendees questioned the 
need for a “spur” trail that was part of the master plan for Sutter-Jensen Park.  Mr. Smith pointed out that 
this “spur” is not part of the current project and there would be time for further discussion if/when other 
improvements to the park are considered. 
 
Comments from the audience dealt with a lawsuit entered against the district’s recent assessment vote 
(which was passed by voters) by the Sacramento Taxpayers Association on behalf of two Carmichael 
residents, the Cal Fire GPS mapping of trees, the ranger patrol, and the district’s budget and funding. 
 
 
Rachael Cowen, Effie Yeaw Nature Center Naturalist 
 
Ms. Cowen addressed issues of co-existing with the wildlife in our semi-rural neighborhood.  We share our 
environment with deer, skunk, squirrels, raccoons, coyote and opossum. 
 
She noted that many of these animals like pet food, so neighbors should feed pets indoors or clean up after 
feedings to discourage visits.  Neighbors should note that rodents like rock piles and these rodents will draw 
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snakes and coyotes.  Compost also will invite critters in.  Since coyote encounters are common, Ms. Cowen 
encouraged us to keep our pets indoors, especially around dusk and dawn. 
 
Skunk encounters reduce in winter although skunk forage on roads for carrion and have a two-mile territory.  
Skunks are nocturnal, so if you see them during the day, stay away because they are rabies carriers. 
 
We should keep our eyes open for rattlesnakes when walking.  In general, rattlesnake are looking to eat or 
defend and usually will not attack unless they feel threatened.  Rattlesnakes can strike up to ½ of their own 
length, if they are curled up, so give them space.  They are very sensitive to vibration and normal walking 
causes enough vibration to scare them away.   
 
Deer are very common in our area.  Ms. Cowen cautioned us to leave fawns (and most wildlife) alone if we 
encounter them without their mothers.  Probably the mother is near and will return when we are not around.  
She noted that there is a fawn rescue group and the Sierra Wildlife Organization is available to answer 
deer-related questions, but no organization will come out to euthanize injured or dying deer. 
 
The Effie Yeaw center has a naturalist on staff to answer questions, but they do not rehabilitate injured 
animals.  Educational programs for families are conducted at 10:30 a.m. on Saturdays and 1:30 p.m. on 
Sundays.  A “Living with Wildlife” brochure is available at the center. 
 
 
After the speakers concluded their remarks, at 8:10 p.m., Manda Ness called to order a short CCNA 
business meeting. 
 
 
Highlights of the CCNA Business Meeting: 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Sharon Doughty presented the latest treasurer’s report:   
 

Beginning balance  (October 9, 2014) $6337.17 

Deposits and credits (+) +1920.00 

Expenses (-)  -523.75 

Ending balance (November 13, 2014) $7733.42 

 
The ending balance includes $200.16 allocated for Sutter-Jensen Park. 
 
Expenses included a $60.43 reimbursement to Anne Berner for copying (approved at October 9 board 
meeting) and a $463.32 reimbursement to Anne Berner for newsletter printing (approved by directors via 
email).  
 
Sharon thanked all those who volunteered to deliver newsletters to the residents within the CCNA 
boundaries. 
 
 
Membership:  Anne Berner reported that it is membership renewal time and members should have 
received renewal notices.  (Membership note:  Many members already have sent their $20 renewal fee.  If 
you have not yet renewed, a renewal form and envelope are included with these minutes).  
 
Anne stated that minutes of CCNA meetings are posted each month on the CCNA website 
(www.carmichaelcreek.org) and are sent either by email or post to all members. 

 
 
Election of CCNA Board of Directors:  The following Board members were elected for 2014-2015 by a 
voice vote of the membership (motion by Lora Cammack, second by Manda Ness). 
   

http://www.carmichaelcreek.org/
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Berner, Anne 

Berry, Peggy 

Cammack, Lora 

Cooper, Jorel 

Doughty, Sharon 

Helland, Sandy 

Lacy, Gareth 

Merrick, Riki 

Meyer, Buck 

Ness, Amanda 

Reyes, Julia 

Shell, Laverne 

Watts, Jan 

Younger, Cindy 

 
 
Next Meeting:  The CCNA board meets every second Thursday of the month and members are always 
welcome.  The next business meeting will be Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the Carmichael 
library. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Riki Merrick, Secretary 
 
 
 
Announcement from Supervisor Susan Peters’ office: 
 

Supervisor Susan Peters wishes to alert the Carmichael Creek and Carmichael Colony 
Neighborhood Associations that thousands of runners are expected to be racing through your 
neighborhoods on Sunday, December 7, during the annual California International Marathon.  The 
26-mile grueling trek begins 7 a.m. in Folsom and concludes at the State Capitol. 
 
As you know, this event attracts world-class competition and several thousand out of town visitors 
travel to our area to participate in or watch the marathon which contributes to our local economy 
via renting lodging, dinning in restaurants, retails sales, etc.   Fair Oaks Boulevard is part of the 
route so Carmichael residents south of that roadway may find themselves “land-locked” while the 
race is in progress due to street closure.  Accordingly, Supervisor Peters wants to make sure your 
respected associations are advised about the upcoming marathon in the hope that you can advise 
your members since these closures may cause some inconvenience for residents that morning.  
Residents can view specific street closures on the marathon’s webpage at www.runcim.org. 
 

http://www.runcim.org/

